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A Daseini narratív perspektíva Thomas Mann mesterművében-Egy új fogalom bevezetése

Thomas Mann’s masterpiece, Joseph and His Brothers is one of the most complex literary works of all times, one of its particularly interesting aspects being the narrative perspective that has constituted the focal point of several studies in the Mann-literature. My paper also builds on the discussion of the narrator of the tetralogy starting out from Heidegger’s concept of Dasein. I argue that the narrator of the novel manifests as a Dasein not only in the sense that he is conscious about his role in the story and conducts a constant imaginary conversation with his implied readers, but also in the sense that he is aware of his existence being finite and acts accordingly. Through this examination I present the necessity and the raison d’etre of introducing a new term: the Daseinic narrative perspective, whose specific traits I identify through a close-reading of the self-declarative utterances of the narrator. This paper is part of a larger study and it focuses primarily on the figure of the narrator in the Prelude.
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