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The Recipe of a Great Adaptation/Egy jó adaptáció receptje

Since the apparition of cinematography and filmmaking, literature has been the main source of inspiration for filmmakers. They have adapted novels, plays, short stories and more, into the world of cinema, reshaping it to fit into the new medium. This means translating the language of literature to the language of cinema. Literature and cinema have different characteristics when it comes to expressing some aspects, which leads to film directors reshaping the source text. Also, the question of fidelity has been the main concern of theoreticians, until other professionals, such as George Bluestone, Linda Hutcheon, and Robert Stam came up with new ways of comparing the source text and the film adaptation of a particular literary work.
The goal of this paper is to analyze and compare Shakespeare’s Macbeth and its 2005 film adaptation, keeping in focus the different contexts and changes introduced by the film director. The film of Mark Brozel, made for a BBC miniseries called Shakespeare Retold, recontextualizes the story of Macbeth, placing it into a different temporal and spatial context, into a twentieth century restaurant in Glasgow, while also transforming Macbeth, the noble warrior, into a professional chef, and the kingdom of Duncan into a high-end restaurant.
What are the changes introduced by the film director? What purpose do these changes serve in order to create or re-create a character? Are these changes based on the original text, or they are something unique, created by the film director?
Focusing on the questions mentioned above, this paper will shed light on the particularities of the film adaptations of Mark Brozel’s Macbeth (2005), part of BBC’s Shakespeare Retold series, with the applied methodology of comparative analysis, comparing the film to Shakespeare’s play, with the aim of identifying the changes made by the film director and explaining the reason for these changes, with special focus on storytelling, characterization, and symbolism.



