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Internet activism and the Hungarian generation Z in Transylvania

The daily stimuli that Generation Z must face are endless. Born into the world of the internet, young people are exposed to a 24-hour a day load of information that they are forced to filter in order not to be overwhelmed. At the same time, however, the world is full of issues and matters that they are involved in every day or that are important to their values.

Generation Z is not ignorant about these issues: the simple explanation to this matter is that they cannot even be. In the process of recovering from a pandemic and on the verge of a climate catastrophe, they are under constant pressure to act, because their future is in their hands. For this reason, and in the hope of a better future and a collective effort, some of them are taking activist actions both offline and online.

In the paper "Internet Activism and the Hungarian Generation Z in Transylvania" I will discuss the phenomenon of online sensitization, awareness raising and activism from the introduction of the World Wide Web to the presentation of the activist social media. By introducing the Generation Z and by surveying the Hungarian population in Transylvania, I will answer research questions such as what their most preferred social media platform is, what kind of activities Generation Z uses social media for, whether they are interested in online activism and if so, in what form.

The present research is a primary survey research, which aims to measure the participation of the Transylvanian Hungarian Generation Z in social media activism. The paper allows us to get a more comprehensive picture of the social media usage habits of the Transylvanian Hungarian Generation Z and their opinions, involvement and attitudes towards internet activism. Based on the answers of a sample of 293 respondents of young people born between 1996 and 2006, we can conclude that social media activism is present in their lives, and they practice different forms of this activity to a small extent, but mostly they do it by trying to remain neutral and not taking a long-term position.



