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The presence of sustainability in higher education in the light of university mission statements (content analysis of the missions of Eastern European universities)

Sustainibilty is one of the most important issue in our life. To move towards sutainable development, we have to take action at all levels of society. Higher education institutions (HEI) have a key component in this action, because they can greatly influence students’ value who become the leaders of the future.

The used methology is content analysis and the aim of this research is to explore the attitudes of the Eastern Europe economic and/or business universities toward sustainibility by analizying their mission statement. The focus of the study is to identify the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals (SDG goals) in the univesrity mission statements. Thanks to this we get a picture of universities' stated objectives on sustainability issues and with sustainable univerity models we can value the examined univerities in the region. The research also identified emerging stakeholders in the mission statements and whether universities have a specific goal of educating responsible and righteous leaders.

In terms of results, it is expected that Goal 4 (quality education) will appear in a large proportin in missions, with sub-goal 4.7 (educate sustainable aspects) going to be a priority. Besides Goal 8 and 9 (sustainible economic growth and fostering innovation) are still expected to appear, with Goal 10, 11 and 17 (social development, sustainable settlements and global partnership).

No such research has yet been conducted in the region, and I hope this will contribute to HIE’s better commitment to sustainability in the region.



