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What Are the Characteristics of Successful Education Systems?

In my paper, I investigated what are the characteristics of education systems that are performing differently, which factor shows a correlation (and of what type) with the performance of children studying in that education system. I took into account general characteristics of the countries (GDP/person), some factors that can be adjusted directly by the government (spending on education, relative salaries of teachers, centralization of the education system, teachers’ participation in training programs) and some characteristics that might be fine indicators, such as the share of young teachers. Moreover, I was interested in the effect of family background on children’s performance and whether it shows a correlation with free school choice or differences between schools. Student performance was measured by PISA scores. Data was downloaded from OECD, I looked for correlations between these factors and PISA scores. Additionally, I did four case studies (Hungary, Finland, Poland and Singapore).
I found that there was a strong correlation between PISA scores and factors dependent on money until a certain threshold. After a threshold is reached, there was no significant correlation between education spending, relative salaries or GDP/capita and PISA scores. Until that point, however, the correlation was very strong. Teacher training, the share of young teachers (indicating the attractiveness of the teaching profession), and smaller class sizes all showed correlations with PISA scores. Regarding family background, reducing differences between schools, creating more inclusive shools where students from different socioeconomic backgrounds study together, or having school admissions later all help in reducing the effect of family background on student performance.
My research is useful for education research and policy.



