
	[bookmark: nev]GÁBOR NAGY
nagygabor0200@gmail.com
Teacher Education
Unified, 5. semester
University of Debrecen
Faculty of Arts and Humanities
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]






Supervisor:
	Dr. Róbert Barta
associate professor, DE BTK




Military policy and local politics: Kiskunhalas in 1956.

My thesis focuses on a less mainstream element of the 1956 Autumn Revolution: the countryside. Using a report submitted by the Kiskunhalas District Supplementary Command to the Honvéd Vezérkar (Army General Staff) at the end of 1956 and existing literature, I show how urban politics, the civilian population and the army interacted in Kiskunhalas in October and November.
In order to contextualise the topic, at the beginning of my thesis I will briefly describe the main guidelines of Hungarian military policy and the intertwining of party-state policy with military administration. I will then summarize the place and role of the supplementary commands in the People's Army, outlining their main characteristics and functions. The main aim of my thesis is to explore the role of the Kiskunhalas District Supplementary Command in the events of the autumn of 1956. I will examine its relationship with other military and political actors, with the civilian population, and with the Soviets after the Soviet occupation. Simultaniously, I will describe the main events of the revolution in Kishunhalas up to 4 November, with a special focus on the situation of the supplementary command. Since there are far fewer sources available on the period after 4 November, the main focus there shifts to the relationship with the Soviets and the reprisals of the new party, the MSZMP.

The literature on this event from a military-political point of view has not provided anything new beyond the narrative of the events. Information on the Kiskunhalas District Supplementary Command was lacking. Using archival material and literature, my thesis takes an analytical approach to the events, and even more so to the role of the supplementary command. At the end of my thesis, by illustrating cases of reprisals that have never been published before, I shed light on the fact that under the communist regime, politics and an individual's behaviour in their private life were as much of a defining element of military service as discipline.



