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Kozmopolitanizmus és Neocitizenship Teju Cole Open City és Zadie Smith NW regényeiben

Resume to Cosmopolitanism and Neocitizenship in Teju Cole’s Open City and Zadie Smith’s NW
This paper examines the possible new dimensions of the cosmopolitan disposition and a phenomenon that I call neocitizenship in two contemporary literary works, Teju Cole’s Open City and Zadie Smith’s NW. After a review of the classical meaning of cosmopolitanism, the relevance of some contemporary developments such as vernacular cosmopolitanism, the diasporic aspect, the changing meaning of citizenship, or the impact of local and universal values on the behaviour of the characters are discussed. The main question the paper explores is how literary narratives portray the clash of cosmopolitan attitudes with material and economic interests in contemporary neoliberal societies.
It is argued that some characters can theoretically identify with the classical, human-centric idea of cosmopolitanism based on the principle of fair treatment, but it remains an unattainable utopia because they bump into obstacles when putting principles into practice. Julius is an example of this attitude in Cole’s Open City. Other characters, such as Natalie in NW, exemplify the pragmatic notion of self-entrepreneurial neocitizenship which is constrained by the inhuman practices of neoliberalism. They are flexible and opportunistic characters who work meticulously to achieve personal success and seem successful on the surface. However, both characters, who believe in cosmopolitan ethics and more down to earth neocitizens, only chase a mirage and eventually fail in the novels, which can be retraced to the fact that they live in denial and are unable to come to terms with past deeds.





