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Information operations during the Ukranian–Russian conflict

As a result of the spread of the digital ecosystem and the increase in the use of social media, we can follow the Russian-Ukrainian conflict in an unprecedented way. A large amount of often false information is shared on social media and file/media sharing platforms, by media agencies, governments, civilians affected by the conflict and personnel of opponent military forces.
The aim of my TDK is to present this phenomenon. In my thesis, I clarify the basic concepts, demonstrate the Russian-Ukrainian conflict that began on 24th of February, during which the opposing parties have been carrying out information operations in order to influence public opinion.
According to my hypothesis the conflict taking place in social and commercial media about Ukraine – in parallel with kinetic operations – is unique. These resources in order to influence public opinion have never (in any other armed conflict) been used before. In the commercial media the war is directly and immediately broadcasted, the communication part of the warfare between the opponents is going on there. Opponents use the platforms of social and commercial media as the civil companies use the tools of marketing. This phenomenon aggravates the conflict. In my opinion, during the Russian-Ukrainian conflict we can identify a change in the act of the media industry. By digitization and by the spread of social media users, the civil population has become the main/leading media creator.
During the conflict, the opponents present their military operations from their own point of view. They directy publish this in the international media. Regarding information operations, we can identify that the opponents blame each other for the emergence of the conflict.
In my opinion, the informational operational advantage during the Russian-Ukrainian conflict is on the Ukrainian side. My point is supported by the fact that an ’agreement’ has been formed in the international community that the Russian government is responsible for the recent conflict. On account of the operation in Ukraine, the international judgement of the Russian government significantly deteriorated.
In my dissertation, I present and analyse case studies, compare the point of views of opponents and strive to use only authentic sources.



