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Can robots become partners
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Can a robot become a companion? My research investigates this question, focusing on how social support systems, along with demographic and attitudinal factors, influence the acceptance of robots as social entities. Social support, essential for mental and emotional well-being, is often marked by imbalances and conflicts, creating a demand for alternative solutions. Using a large-sample interpretative approach, I analyzed responses from 494 participants, gathered through convenience and snowball sampling targeting young adults. The anonymous online questionnaire revealed that only 40 participants were willing to accept robots as companions. This willingness correlated more with the need for social support than its availability. Those open to robots had lower expectations of social support forms. Gender differences were minor, with men slightly more inclined to accept robots, while other demographic factors showed no significant effect. Familial bonds decreased openness, whereas reliance on formal networks increased acceptance. Despite the large sample, weak correlations suggest the need for further research into cultural differences, technological access, and relationship quality. The progression of technology may enhance robot acceptance, underscoring the importance of studying social robots and human interactions. This research deepens our understanding of the sociological and economic aspects of human-robot interactions, emphasizing that acceptance of robots as companions depends not only on technology but on human relationships and needs. Robots could pave the way for improved quality of life and innovative social support solutions.



