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Comparative analysis of sustainable companies
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Sustainability has emerged as a key issue for 21st century society. Sustainability means meeting the needs of current generations without compromising the needs of future generations, while balancing environmental protection, economic growth and social well-being. The idea of sustainability is often broken down into three pillars: economic, environmental and social. Economically, a company must be sustainable in the long term, with an emphasis on good corporate governance, risk management and compliance with legislation, in addition to maximizing profits. Environmental sustainability is based on the use of natural resources in a way that allows them to be reproduced. This includes reducing the ecological footprint, emissions and energy use. At the societal level, companies must take into account the interests not only of external stakeholders but also of internal ones. It needs to be aware of where it sits alongside other actors in the supply chain and how the chain works.
The issue of sustainability has already been addressed in our state examination papers. To broaden our horizons, we want to combine our knowledge of sustainability with the world of finance. To do this, we will compare two international healthcare companies using three approaches. In the theoretical part of our thesis, we outline which of the SDGs the companies are focusing on. In the practical part, we cover economic, environmental and social sustainability, followed by an assessment of the financial situation, and last but not least, we look at investing in sustainable companies. Among other things, we compare the environmental footprints of companies and explain the evolution of some financial indicators in recent years.



