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How can degrowth theory contribute to local sustainability strategies? Analysis through the example of the Association of Hungarian Climate Friendly Municipalities
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This paper explores the relevance of the degrowth theory in municipal sustainability strategies, using the example of the Association of Climate-Friendly Municipalities (Hungarian: KTSZ). It analyzes the 8R framework, which outlines the main principles of degrowth, examining how these principles are reflected in the sustainability approach of KTSZ and its member municipalities. Additionally, the paper investigates the potential applications, development opportunities, and limitations of interpreting and implementing degrowth concepts at the local level.
The analysis is based on the climate strategies of 27 member municipalities of KTSZ, supplemented by interviews with climate coordinators from four municipalities of varying sizes. The findings suggest that while numerous elements of degrowth are evident in the sustainability strategies of KTSZ and its member municipalities -particularly in the areas of revaluating, reconceptualizing, and relocalizing- the theoretical aspects of degrowth do not manifest in their full generality within the studied municipalities. Nevertheless, the sustainability approaches characteristic of these climate strategies provide a strong foundation for promoting and integrating degrowth ideas into Hungarian settlements.



