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‘It was not their ideas but their money that defeated us’ –Spatial econometric analysis of the Hungarian Parliamentary Elections in 2022

Keywords: parliamentary elections; spatial econometrics; party preferences
In the relatively young democracies of Hungary (and more broadly, the Central and Eastern European region), the question of what factors determine election outcomes has been a recurring issue since the regime change. This discourse has gained particular relevance due to the turbulent political and social changes of recent years: in 2022, Hungary's governing party began its fifth consecutive term, a development that has resonated strongly both in Hungarian public discourse and international commentary. In our study, we examine the results of the 2022 parliamentary elections at the municipal level in Hungary using a spatial regression model. Our research seeks to answer whether the per capita amount of state and European Union funds flowing into individual municipalities between 2018 and 2021 contributed to the governing party's level of support. Our initial hypothesis was that the amount of funding, alongside relevant demographic, administrative, and welfare variables, has a significant impact on parliamentary election outcomes. We tested this assumption using a spatial cross-sectional econometric model and ultimately rejected our hypothesis.



