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Botswana & Zimbabwe – Comparative Analysis of the Rule of Law and State Institutions
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In my research I compare the development of state institutions in Botswana and Zimbabwe in order to answer the question: Why did significant economic, social and political differences emerge between the two countries. These differences in development cannot be explained by geography or colonialism, but the examination of state institutions can provide an answer. My thesis shows how they influence the political and economic development of countries. In Botswana's case, an inclusive, pluralistic institutional system has emerged that has supported the country's stable, rule-of-law development, creating the right environment for economic growth. In contrast, Zimbabwe has developed extractive institutions. These have contributed greatly to the concentration of economic and political power in the hands of elites who maintain their hold on power through the military. They have excluded the vast majority of the population from economic development and political participation, turning the rule of law into the rule of force.



