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Investigating sustainability initiatives in small-ccale brewing
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The thesis describes the situation of small-scale breweries, in the domestic and international alcoholic beverage markets and examines their environmental, economic and social impacts. It describes the past and present of beer production and consumption and outlines forecasts based on current trends. The aim of the study is to collect and evaluate national and international practices for more sustainable small-scale brewing. It seeks to answer questions such as what makes a beer or brewery more sustainable and whether it is comparable to other spirits in this area. It will explore the environmental pressures of the brewing process, in particular water, energy and raw material use, trends in consumer attitudes, the role of local value chains, 'beer tourism', innovation within the industry and economic aspects.
The aim of the thesis is to provide the reader with a comprehensive view of the sustainability perspective of beer throughout its life cycle, covering topics such as raw material sourcing, production, packaging, distribution and corporate social responsibility, using examples of breweries both at home and abroad. The study will include a review of the relevant literature and statistical data, and a collection of sustainability efforts in the field of small-scale brewing, with a particular focus on solutions to reduce the use of natural resources and regional cooperation. As part of the research, sustainability reports published by breweries will be reviewed. The aim is to apply a common evaluation system by examining comparable data.
The expected outcome of the thesis is to provide a complete picture of the environmental pressures of the brewing process. It will describe its role in the industry and the steps taken towards sustainability. Based on the sustainability efforts and environmental, social and economic impacts collected, it will draw conclusions and recommendations for 'greening' the brewing industry and evaluate the sustainability practices of contemporary small-scale breweries.



