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European Union membership and the expansion of the Eurozone in the case of Croatia and Hungary- Who really follows whom in the accession processes?
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During my university studies, I have developed a deeper interest in the European Union, I consider it important to know how it works and how it is structured, and as a Hungarian citizen, membership raises several economic, financial and political questions, which are of great importance to answer and understand. In recent years, we have been shaped by several economic events that have influenced decisions in most areas of our lives. The main topic of my thesis is Croatia's accession to the Eurozone in 2023 and how this process will evolve for our country. The overall objective of my research is to understand the background of this process, to explore the steps required for accession, and to detail the bumpy road to euro adoption in Croatia's relationship with the euro. In the second part of my research, I examined and measured the circumstances from the Hungarian side and compared the two countries. I start from the break-up of Yugoslavia and work my way up to the present situation, while my research in Hungary goes back to the period before the fall of communism.
Although the question of EU membership and the eurozone is being addressed in different ways in Croatia and Hungary, these processes can be compared and contrasted, and the country studies help to do so. Both countries have been part of the European Union for many years, and membership has defined the lives of Hungarian citizens for nearly 20 years and Croatian citizens for ten years. My general objective was to examine why Croatia managed to adopt the euro earlier, even though it joined the EU later. I also wanted to present the economic situation, development trends and challenges of the two countries, and I thought it worthwhile to compare the potential economic benefits of joining the euro zone, as well as to analyze the arguments for and against the euro zone. In my work, I have sought to better understand the situation in both countries and the process of eurozone enlargement, with one country just about to join and the other hesitating whether to join at all, by analyzing the differences and similarities. 



