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Northern Ireland – On the brink of another "Troubles?"
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In recent years, there have been a number of events that have received prominent media attention in the scientific world. However, it has also partly distracted attention from Northern Ireland, where instability and radicalization have increased significantly over the last decade, particularly after the UK's exit from the EU. The picture of a peaceful future promised by the Belfast Agreement, signed on Good Friday 1998, appears to be shattered. 
The research premises (hypotheses) relate to the factors influencing Northern Ireland's external and internal security environment with particular reference to: the social and political effects of Brexit; the economic, social and political problems that emerge alongside the sectarian conflict; and the intertwined growing strength of dissident paramilitary organisations. 
The first part of the paper is devoted to an introduction to Irish history, including an analysis of the Troubles (1969-1998). I  continue with the successes and failures of consolidation after the end of the period. During my research, I highlight the most influential positive and negative trends in the north of the island of Ireland. I then turn to the implications of Brexit for both the British and the Northern Irish political and social scene.
 Among the paramilitary organizations that are currently active, I investigate and present the most important groups. I analyze their modus operandi, the extent of their social and political support and some of their actions. For this purpose the paper uses military sociological analytical approach to identify the key factors that may predispose young people to radicalism. In the final chapter, I identify several possible scenarios for Northern Ireland and Britain. Supporting the validity of these scenarios, my paper provides various relavant trends and statistics across the military, social, political and economic sectors of security. I describe the possible impacts of the possible scenarios, the relationship between them and ways to avoid negative consequences. 
After examining the validity of my hypotheses, I conclude by discussing the usefulness of the results of my research and outlining possible solutions.



