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The development potential of cultural tourism based on the case study of Siroki Castle
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The thesis explores maximizing cultural tourism effectiveness, focusing on castles and fortresses, while addressing the consequences of insufficient development. It combines secondary and primary research, including literature reviews, case studies, interviews with tourism professionals, and surveys of Sirok Castle visitors. A key hypothesis examines the link between geographical location and development success.
The research investigates tourism's history, trends, and the role of digitalization in cultural tourism. It analyzes Sirok Castle's current tourism potential, emphasizing new products and infrastructure improvements. Based on findings, a second-phase development concept was designed to align with visitor preferences.
Research Insights

Interviews:
Insights from cultural tourism professionals highlighted the importance of integrated planning across infrastructure, visitor experience, and sustainability. Experts stressed the value of digital tools, such as VR exhibits and interactive displays, for engagement.
Surveys:
Visitor surveys revealed strong appreciation for the castle’s historical value but emphasized a need for modern features and improved online content. Respondents expressed interest in returning if new offerings like events, thematic programs, and enhanced gastronomy were added.
Hypotheses
Geographical location affects tourism success, but marketing and infrastructure can elevate regional sites.
Visitor satisfaction correlates with development quality, particularly interactive elements.
Lack of development risks stagnation or declining visitors.
Effective online marketing boosts visitor awareness and satisfaction.

Development Recommendations
The second-phase development plan addresses visitor demand, proposing expanded digitalization (e.g., mobile apps, VR content), thematic events, and connections to nearby attractions. Sustainability and adaptability to trends are critical for success, positioning Sirok Castle as a competitive cultural tourism destination.



