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(Post-)Colonial discourses: implied dominance shapes communication

Kulcsszavak: Discourse; Communication; Perceptions; Eurocentrism; Culture
“...to the high hill the captain named it - the Monte Pascoal and to the land- A Terra da Vera Cruz” (De Caminha, 1500, p. 1. Translated by author). This is an excerpt from the Letter of Pero Vaz de Caminha, written to Manuel I of Portugal, describing the first impressions of the so-called New World, when the Great Navigations first arrived in the territory of Brazil. This represents the kind of speech used: strong, assertive and with a sense of domination even in the first minutes of contact to the “just found” land. Even though this is seemingly an innocent piece of discourse, it did not stop there. Such implied domination allowed colonizers to formulate terms for anything considered unknown or strange. The question here is whether this colonial vocabulary truly belongs to the past or if its influence still lingers in contemporary communication, more specifically, in the context of Budapest Business University students and professors. For our research, we led two focus groups; one with students coming from former or current colonies or countries that have been under domination of others and one with students coming from countries that have had or still have colonies. As a complement, we also conducted an online questionnaire with the professors from the university. With this paper we could have a better understanding about the presence of contemporary colonial discourse and find how Budapest Business University students and professors perceive it according to their background context, such as nationality.



