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What makes energy green? Exploring alternative energy through the example of E.ON
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In Europe, energy demand is increasing in steps, and so are energy prices. EU energy policy takes three main aspects into account: security of supply, competitiveness and sustainability. In my research, after a brief introduction to the concepts related to renewable energy sources and energy communities, I will describe in more detail the 5 different alternative energy sources, the types of energy communities and then E.ON's approach. The empirical part of my research is based on a two-stage online questionnaire survey focusing on solar energy issues among the population. My aim is to investigate changes in the public's attitudes towards the use of solar panels.
My research questions are:
Q1: How does the Energy Community work in relation to E.ON?
Q2: What are the factors that have led to the lack of uptake of solar panels among the population in the periods under study?
Q3: On average, how much are respondents willing to invest in solar panels?
Q4: What is the average minimum expected payback period for which respondents would commit to installing solar panels?
Q5: What solutions can be used to educate and encourage the public to use solar energy?
I have formulated 2 further hypotheses in relation to this research:
H1:A higher percentage of respondents would invest in solar panels if they could benefit from some kind of cost support solution.
H2:Attitudes towards solar energy use are influenced by certain demographic characteristics of respondents.
My research is methodologically evaluative within applied research. In terms of depth of scope, it includes exploratory, descriptive, explanatory research characteristics, and in terms of data type, it is partly qualitative and partly quantitative. In the primary research, data is collected through an online questionnaire survey. I will analyse the data using simple and more complex statistical methods (e.g. correlation analysis). As a result of my research, I will explore how the attitudes of the population towards the use of solar panels have changed over the course of a year. I will also explore how much investment and expected payback period would make the use of solar panels more popular among the population. I will make suggestions on how to make the public more aware of the use of solar energy. My aim is to change people's attitudes towards sustainability.



