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Benedictine regeneRATIOn: The Benedictine Order in the light of digitalisation and tourism in the XXI. century
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The research examines the Benedictine Order, focusing primarily on three locations. For comparative purposes, additional locations are also briefly referred to (e.g. Győr and the Benedictines of Győr).
All three locations discussed in my dissertation are abbeys that currently operate based on the Rule of Saint Benedict and are either UNESCO World Heritage Sites or candidates for the Tentative List.
My primary aim is to investigate how three different locations in three different countries (the Monte Cassino Abbey in Italy, the Melk Abbey in Austria, and the Pannonhalma Archabbey in Hungary) respond to challenges in the XXI.century. How can these monasteries maintain their original roles while simultaneously becoming constantly developing tourist attractions?
In my research, I explore the main attractions for tourists and how the monks experience these changes internally. I analyze what solutions they can come up with to meet the needs of both visitors and themselves. Additionally, I examine the tasks, opportunities, and potential challenges brought about by the appearance of digitalization.
My research methodology is divided into two main parts. First of all, I made in-depth interviews with monks living in the abbeys. Secondly, I created a website analysis based on a set of criteria I developed, aiming to compare and evaluate the websites of the three destinations. Following the website analysis, I proposed recommendations to make these sites more attractive to tourism target groups.



