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Culture as a creative economic development tool – Focus on the Barn Program
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The analysis of the economic role of culture and its relationship with economic development is becoming increasingly important today. The cultural and creative industries should be integrated into regional and local development strategies. In order to promote traditional cultural values, motivate the development of creative businesses, support investment in infrastructure and human capital, and generate spill-over effects on the wider local economy. The Pajta Program is an initiative that, with a focus on exploiting cultural factors, creates new opportunities for economic development as well as long-term sustainability. In my research, I placed the focus on the settlements where the Pajta Program, the Veszprém-Balaton 2023 European Capital of Culture tender, could be implemented and won the support. Sampling took place in hybrid form. In the 18 qualitative structured interviews that took place, I looked for answers to how to involve the creative energy of local communities in economic processes. The study highlights the key elements that contribute to increasing the competitiveness and viability of local communities by integrating culture and creativity, going beyond, the potential economic benefits of these initiatives.



