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The Russo-Ukrainian War that broke out on 24 February 2022 is a significant escalation of the Russian-Ukrainian conflict that started in 2014, with the annexation of the Crimean peninsula. Similarly to its previous wars in the 21st century, Russia deployed its information tools in the context of hybrid warfare both before and after the 2022 invasion. As a result of Russia's aggressive behaviour, the European Union started sanctioning Russia in 2014, and after 2022, the sanctions have evolved significantly in both quality and quantity. I also examined the bilateral relationship between the two actors, assuming that significant changes were caused by the events of 2014 and 2022. It should also be noted that the West has a common standpoint on the problem, condemning the Russian aggression and supporting unified action.
In my research, I examined the evolution and changes in the EU's Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) and the existence of united action in the context of the Russo-Ukrainian War and the wider sense of the Russo-Ukrainian conflict since 2014. In my mixed-methods research, I mainly used the methodology of document and content analysis, and I also prepared a case study on the existence of a unified EU position, examining Italy. My primary and secondary sources were international – mainly English and Italian – and Hungarian literature, newspaper articles, reports and policy documents. I have formulated two hypotheses and also two research questions for a more effective research.
An examination of the EU's CFSP and strategic documents shows that Russia has evolved from being a strategic partner to a security challenge and then a security threat for Europe, and that defending against it has become an increasingly important issue. While the 2016 Global Strategy still talks about EU-Russia interdependence and tackling the challenge posed by Russia, the Strategic Compass in 2022 talks about the Russian threat, which the EU (and NATO) intends to counter by building up its military forces and strengthening deterrence on the eastern flank of the Euro-Atlantic countries. In addition, Moscow's unjustified war has made the EU's sanctions policy much more aggressive than it was from 2014 to 2022 and the EU started reducing its dependence on the Russian economy. Italy – seen as one of the most pro-Russian countries before the war – fully supports this position in its new foreign and security policy.



