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Az emberi daganatok mintegy 20%-dban bizonyithat6 valamilyen fert6z6 virdlis dgens koroki szerepe. A Merkel-sejtes
carcinoma ritka, igen agressziv, bizonytalan eredetd, vélhetGen a him stratum basale rétegébdl kiindul6 daganat.
ElsGsorban az id&seket és az immunszuppresszilt személyeket érinti, tobbnyire a napfénynek kitett bérteriileteken,
kiilonosen a fej-nyaki régidkon jelentkezik. Gyakorisiga rohamosan névekszik, nemritkan differencidldiagnosztikai
problémat okoz. A Merkel-sejtes carcinomakbél 2008-ban egy DNS-polyomavirust (Merkel-sejtes polyomavirus)
sikertilt azonositani, amely megnyitotta az utat a daganat valodi kéroki hatterének feltirdsihoz. Az elviltozas fert6z6
— viralis — koreredete szemléletviltast eredményez a patogenezis és remélhetSleg majd a kezelés teriiletén is. Az isme-
retek hazai klinikai gyakorlatba valé miel6bbi dtkertilése érdekében villalkoztak a szerz8k a Merkel-sejtes carcinoma
és az els6 emberi daganatkelt polyomavirus, a Merkel-sejtes polyomavirus dsszefoglaldsdra.
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A probable etiological role for Merkel cell polyomavirus in the development
of Merkel cell carcinoma

Approximately 20% of the tumours in humans are associated with contagious viral agents. Merkel cell carcinoma is
a rare and highly aggressive tumour which may originate from the epidermal stratum basale, although the origin is
still controversial. This tumour is most commonly found in elderly and immunocompromised patients in sun ex-
posed areas, especially in the head and neck regions. Merkel cell carcinoma often causes a diagnostic challenge with
a dramatically increasing incidence. In 2008, a DNA tumour virus, a polyomavirus (Merkel cell polyomavirus) was
detected in Merkel cell carcinomas, and this finding helped to understand the etiological background of the disease.
The infectious — probably viral — etiology resulted in a paradigm shift in pathogenesis and, hopefully, in therapy as
well. This review summarizes the current knowledge related to Merkel cell carcinoma and the first oncogenic human
polyomavirus, the Merkel cell polyomavirus, to promote the clinical adaptation of the information.
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