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Significance of the event in Soviet-American relations

'he summer of 1959 represents an important milestone in East-West relations
(his time the cooperative relations achieved in 1955 with the Austrian State treat
vanished in the wake of the Hungarian Revolution in 1956, the launch of Spu
and Nikita S. Khrushchev’s Berlin ultimatum of 1958.° It was the last two items
prompted the United States to desire a better relationship with the Soviet Union
(his was the reason why the U.S.-Soviet Cultural Exchange Agreement was signed

The model of Sputnik was not only one of the most popular items in the Sovit
libit, but it also symbolized a shift in the geopolitical balance between the two s
lowers, a negation of the “ocean shield” protecting the United States from the S
{Inion.* The model of the icebreaker Lenin could be seen as a reaction to the subm
[1-15, 5. Nautilus, which sailed under the North Pole.? This is one reason why the
anipht closer relations with the East-Block,

I'le second thing was Khrushchev's Berlin Ultimatum.™ He wanted to expand
lis peopolitical heartland by creating a neutral zone around his state. The first
tiwaid this end was the Austrian State Treaty, which resulted in the two superpc

wiihdrawing from their occupation zones.™ In the same year, however, the Feder:
juiblic of Germany joined the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). Khrus!
Hpponed the remilitarization of West Germany and attempted to demilitarize Wes

I He also sought a peace treaty with Germany as the allies did not sign one afle
Seiond World War. Khrushchev’s ultimatum expired in May 1959, so it was nece
Wit (he individuals opening the exhibitions be diplomats too, in order to help

W problem of international relations. The high point of this period of better rela

o Ihrushehev’s 1959 trip to the United States, including his meeting with Pres

ower at Camp David. However, this better relationship ended with the sho
ol the U2 reconnaissance aircraft in May 1960

The preparations

W oulilen agree in principle on the usefulness of exhibits as an effective mea
b dnal understanding between the peoples of the Soviet Union an
Wl Sttes "M This quote is from the Lacy-Zaroubin Agreement and the reaso
bt the exhibitions. Exhibitions and publications were an important point
the Russian and American exhibitions were the biggest and
vagreement

AHEM was organized by the United States Information Ageney (USIA), Fou

HAIA rpgantzed a large number of exhibitions, operated the Fulbright Prog

(o create a favorable view it the U8, in the eyes of the world,

f e ap il n al, LACY ZAROUIIN 1950
SR, Ihh 171174,

™
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what a market with full shelves looks like (but they could not buy anything there). Ina
|ilchen a hostess demonstrated how to cook frozen foods, but the skepticism was high
about this t00.”

In the big dome the visitors encountered the audiovisual arts with the cinema room,
fine art, and The Family of Man photo collection. The cinema was a “Circarama,” which
rana rmovie projected in on screens encircling the viewers. Khrushchev and Nixon visit-
ed it on the opening day.* The Hungarian reporter liked it, but reported negatively about
the traditional cinema of the dome.*® The Family of Man was a collection of photos based
on daily life around the world. This was one of the most popular items of the exhibition,"
The journalist mentioned above had a very good opinion about it, because it showed
gimilarities among the nations of the world and also contained several pictures from
socialist countries.” The modern abstract art was not very popular at the exhibition.”

Which exhibition won?

Before 1 discuss the different sources to reconstruct the success of the Exhibition, |
would like to mention the mnm-@aoummmz&man steps. 1 already mentioned the heclders,
who tried to take advantage of the skepticism of the visitors about the items displas
yed and attempted to label the guides as liars.®® In the Soviet newspapers there Wil
numerous negative articles about the Exhibition. The New york Times quoted S0M& £
them?, but in the Hungarian newspapers quoted even more, as they republished (e
from Pravda or from the Soviet News Agency (TASS).* The third and most expensl
measure was the organizing of a Soviet «counter-exhibition” in Moscow at the i
time as the ANEM, where the visitors could see the latest achievements and producis
goviet industry, with some reference to daily life also.”

To show the success of the exhibition we need to check more factors. I found It UARE
to compare the American- with the Soviet Exhibition in New York.

The first and, in my opinion, the most important, factor was the number of vinll
The Soviet Exhibition was opened for 42 daysand 1 million people visited it, the Al
can for 54 days and visited by 2.7 million.** The American exhibit ran 12 mote
(28% more), but the increase in the pumber of visitors was even greater (2709 mas

The second is the comparison of the number of articles of the exhibition in the .
garian newspapers examined. Before the opening more articles were written Al
American exhibition (5) than the Soviet (4). When the exhibitions were open AU
article mentioned the American exhibition somehow (12 were aboul the soviet),

The third factor was one examined shortly after the end of the event. Ralph 1§
publicized a study using the votes of the voting machine and counted the pusiil

e ———

#» MICKIEVICZ 2011, 155-150.

M PN 19590, L

W RENYI 1959, 0,

19, 464, MICKIEVICZ 2011, 140149,
wRANYE 1959, 0,

AW 196Y, And,; RENY] 1959 ) MICIIEWICE 2000, 158, A col pley analyals about e [HAH
i HIMME 2007,

M

XI. GRASTYAN KONFERENCIA |

negative writings in
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Conclusion
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