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Napjaink egyik vezet6 mondattan-kutatoja, Marcel den Dikken (City University New York) januar 11-
12-én, pénteken-szombaton *The syntax of adpositional phrases’ cimmel 16 6ras intenziv kurzust tart a
PPKE BTK npiliscsabai campusan. Den Dikken professzor tud magyarul, és a kurzus sordn magyar
adatokat is targyal. A kurzusra minden érdekl6dot varunk, de kérjiik, részvételi szandékukat jelezzék
elézetesen a gergo.turi@gmail.com cimre kiildott emailben. A doktorandus ¢és mesterszakos
résztvevOknek — amennyiben vizsgat tesznek vagy dolgozatot irnak — 5 kreditet igazolunk. A
résztvevoknek a campuson tudunk szallast biztositani.

A kurzus témavazlata:
The syntax of adpositional phrases

This minicourse looks at the syntax of the adpositional phrase (where ‘adposition' is a cover for
prepositions, postpositions and circumpositions). Having lingered in the margins of generative syntax
for a long time (Van Riemsdijk 1978 and Emonds 1985 being among the few to have given the syntax
of PP some attention early on), adpositions have enjoyed the limelight over the last two decades.
Starting with Van Riemsdijk's (1990) introduction of the functional category p outside the lexical PP,
the principles-&-parameters framework has developed a dense functional structure for adpositional
phrases (see Koopman 2000, 2010; Huijbregts & Van Riemsdijk 2007; Svenonius 2008, 2010; Den
Dikken 2003, 2010; and several dissertation-size studies conducted in the new millennium, incl.
Helmantel 2002, Botwinik-Rotem 2004, Asbury 2008, Gehrke 2008, Pantcheva 2011). The internal
morphosyntax of adpositions is rich in detail and cross-linguistic variation - in this realm, we will
study (a) word order variation, (b) stranding vs pied-piping and the restrictions on extraction from PP,
(c) dropping of prepositions (‘P-drop’), and (d) doubling of prepositions ('P-doubling’). The external
distribution of PP leads us to an investigation of (e) locative inversion, (f) PP-extraposition (both PP-
extraposition from noun phrases and 'PP-over-V'"), and (g) P-alternations (applicatives, dative shift).
The age-old question of whether prepositions represent a lexical category will be addressed in the
context of a discussion of (h) the relation between prepositions and particles, and (i) the relation
between prepositions and case. Finally, (j) the question of where the Figure argument of spatial PPs is
base-generated (put differently, the question of where the subject of a PP-predicate originates) will be
featured prominently in the discussion.
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