The new remembrance of Yugoslavism 

and the mini-Yugoslavia in Subotica

The purpose of this paper is to show how the personality and remembrance of the former president of Yugoslavia, Josip Broz Tito, who’s character is dividing the recent political and academic discourses, are connected to the ethnic, local and cultural identity of the communities in Vojvodina, an autonomous province of Serbia. My research connected to the wider topic of Yugo-nostalgia (i.e. the nostalgia towards the formal Yugoslavia), having been a topic of several researches in the recent years. Yugo-nostalgia have also been researched as the resource of identity construction; as secular religion…. (see Mitja Velikonja, Jovana Vukčević, Emilija Mijić, Marija Belaj; Kristi Mathiensen Hejmdahl és Nevena Šrkbić Alimpijević). Focusing on an urban space, the city of Subotica (Szabadka), the paper aims to provide answers to certain questions about the types of contradistinctions and comparisons emerged at the macro- and mezo-level of context, and found in discourses. 

One of my topics is the memorial park called Mini-Yugoslavia, an area of 3.5 hectares which was established in Subotica in 2003 by a private initiative. The paper analyses the changes of the memorial place seen throughout the press, and the online and offline discourses connected to it; moreover I collect data from structured and semi-structured interviews. Also, I examine the events organized in the Mini-Yugoslavia memorial park by participating at live celebrations, for example May Day (1 May). The everyday life of the memorial park is also considerable. In my presentation, I call attention to the memorial place in the perspective of the national ideology and the conflicting political discourses. At a mezo-level of context, the organizer of the events, the conserver elite of the memorial place, the civil associations related to the Mini-Yugoslavia, and its symbolic policy are in focus. 

