How L2 speakers of English can benefit from their ‘non-nativeness’
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This presentation attempts to show a number of reasons why L2 users might benefit
from being non-native speakers of English both in terms of further language acquisition
and everyday life. As an L2 learner of English, one might be discouraged to continue with
their acquisition of the language by notions such as “non-native speakers can never
achieve a native speaker’s competence” (Medgyes, 1992), especially in terms of their
pronunciation, fluency, and contemporary vocabulary. This idea of unreachable
perfection raises the question in the learner: if I can never be as competent as they are,
why should I try in the first place? Based on articles focusing on the qualities of English
teachers, and, in part, on personal experience as a non-native learner of English, the
presentation explores several ways in which non-native speakers of English can take
advantage of their ‘unfortunate’ situation, including more obvious aspects of their
language use and acquisition, as well as elements which one might not take into account

at first glance.
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