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Barnabas Dros 

Abstract 

In the course of the research, I compared Hungary's and the European Union's relations 
with China between 2012 and 2023, mainly from a foreign policy and foreign 
economic perspective. The research is multi-disciplinary, relying heavily on primary 
sources, but I have used mostly secondary sources, furthermore I used not only 
European but also Chinese sources to achieve objectivity. My three hypotheses are the 
followings: „Hungary’s and the European Union's relationship with China differs also 
because the EU is trying to act as a global player, while Hungary, as a small country, 
wants to improve its own situation with the means at its disposal.”; „The obsolescence 
of the international order is one of the main drivers of change in the development of 
relations with China.”; „The EU’s and Hungary's relations with China have differed 
significantly over the period of the research.” Two of the hypotheses were proven and 
one was refuted. My research question is: „Between 2012 and 2023, how did 
Hungary's and the European Union's relations with the People's Republic of China 
develop, and why, in which cases and periods did they cross or diverge?” The aim of 
the research was to map the increasingly complex relationships in the context of the 
transformation of the international order as broad a perspective as possible. The 
research has achieved its aim. 
Keywords: de-risking, international order, multipolarity, future of the EU, strategic 
independence 
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