BOROKA ANDL-BECK

An Imagined Alliance: Understanding “the Szgany” of Bram Stoker’s
Transylvania in a Pseudo-Ethnographical Context

Bram Stoker's Dracula utilises cthnographical tropes for descriptions of the Transylvanian
“whirlpool™ of cultures, religions, and peoples to paint a quasi-scientific picture of the region
and set the scene for supernatural and immoral activity. For this, the narrative builds on the
notion of racialisation as a key clement of landscape-creation and Western cultural memory.
This collective, racialised memory encompasses centuries-old systematisations of the West-
East dichotomy: establishing the fact of racial and behavioural difference is a heritage of
historiographics that sought to build narratives that would uphold the prejudices formed and
ingrained in Western, markedly in Victorian British society. By highlighting the imagined
alliance between the Transylvanian “Szgany™, an entity Oriental enough to be recognised as
Other and geographically close enough to be considered a threat, and the “gypsies all the world
over”. Dracula underlines Victorian fears of an imminent invasion that would attack the
integrity and crase the achievements of Occidental socicties, finally replacing it with backward
views and animalistic behaviour charactenistic of the *“Szgany™ of the novel. Thus, Dracula
advocates for the Occidental agenda through foretelling a seemingly unavoidable climax, a fight
against those who seck eliminate the significant pillars of Western identity and pride. The defeat
of the East, namely Count Dracula and his “Szgany”, Gypsy cronics signifies a rejection of the
imagined Oriental way of life and the degeneration of the West. As narrators, Westerners record
their adventures in the way they see fit, and, by creating a narrative that masquerades as
scientific, their ambitions and results are similar to cighteenth- and nineteenth-century travel
writing and ethnographical accounts.
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Bordka Andl-Beck is an alumna of the University of Vienna with a bachelor’s degree in English and
American Studies. Currently, she is a student in the master's programme at the English and American
Studies department of Edtvds Lorind University Budapest with a specialisation in literary studies. In
her research, she aims to highlight the literary manifestations of social structures and address the issues
of representation in nineteenth-century English literary works such as Arthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock
Holmes stories and Gothic novels like Dracula.
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